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A Report on the Symposium
“Applying corpus analysis to
the study of Asian Englishes”
Leah GILNER (Bunkyo Gakuin University)

The theme of the symposium at the 28t

JAFAE National Conference was “Applying corpus
analysis to the study of Asian Englishes”. Three
presenters - Prof. Shin’ichiro Ishikawa, Prof. Yasuhiro
Fujiwara, and I - participated in the symposium. The
aim was to provide an introduction to fundamental
concepts related to corpus analysis while illustrating
how the field of Asian Englishes might benefit from
corpus-based approaches to investigation.

I started off the symposium by focusing the
discussion on the basics of corpus design. First, I gave




an overview of established design principles, with
particular emphasis on the central notion of
representativeness (and the complexity surrounding
it). Then, the Brown Corpus, the British National
Corpus (BNC), the International Corpus of English
(ICE), and the Vienna-Oxford International Corpus of
English (VOICE) corpus projects were used to
exemplify how the same design criteria have been
used to compile corpora that represent very different
communicative events and, consequently, provide a
means of making observations related to language
use in diverse contexts. In closing, I described a
collection of corpora of 26 English varieties that,
together with colleagues, I have been compiling to
serve as a testing ground for our research into a
lexical core of English varieties.

Next, Prof. Shin’ichiro Ishikawa, introduced
three basic statistical methods G.e.
analysis,

regression

cluster analysis, and correspondence
analysis) and how they can be used to investigate
linguistic variation. Prof. Ishikawa prefaced his
presentation by explaining the peculiarities of
language data when it comes to statistical analysis,
pointing out that there exist an unknown number of
cases, an unknown number of variables, and that the
construct of ‘normal’ distribution does not apply when
it comes to linguistic analysis. He then went on to
describe each method in turn, providing interesting
examples of each. Regression analysis was described
as a means of modeling and explaining the
relationship between a group of independent
variables and a dependent variable using linear
functions. In contrast, cluster analysis and
correspondence analysis are exploratory techniques
adopted mainly for data classification. He explained
that the former aims to develop taxonomies from
observed variables by sorting them into different
subgroups; the latter aims to maximize the
correspondence between the rows and columns of a
two-way table and visualize the complicated
relationships between items or categories. Prof.
Ishikawa used data from his learner corpus, ICNALE,
to illustrate how these techniques can be used to
assist in the identification of patterns otherwise
hidden in the variety of Englishes in Asia.

Prof. Yasuhiro Fujiwara’s presentation
focused on corpora in the Expanding Circle. Prof.
Fujiwara, first, summarized the history of corpus

linguistics and WE/EIL/ELF. He then pointed ou
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that there has been shift in the conceptualization of
English speakers in the Expanding Circle from
‘learners’ to ‘users’, and accordingly a shift from
learner corpora to user corpora. Prof. Fujiwara used
VOICE, the Corpus of English as a Lingua Franca in
Academic Settings (ELFA), his own Japanese User
Corpus of English (JUCE), the Corpus of Successful
Language Users, and the Asian Corpus of English as
a Lingua Franca (ACE) as examples that illustrate
this shift in conceptualization. The work of Vivian
Cook was referred to, in particular, as a reminder of
the fact that we take on a wide range of roles as
communicators depending the purpose, context, and
participants of a speech event; as such, roles such as
learner and user often overlap. Prof. Fujiwara ended
his presentation by asking the audience for their
views on the issue of legitimacy when it comes to
distinguishing between ‘learner’ and ‘user’ in corpus
design.

This question led to a brief but interesting
Questions and
comments from the audience touched upon central

question and answer session.
issues in corpus linguistics including what kind of
data should be used to build a corpus. The Q & A
went far to remind us that corpus linguistics, as other
branches of linguistics, is humbled by the complexity
of language and many questions remain to be
answered. It is just as certain that there are also
many questions that have not yet been asked. As
findings from corpus-based studies continue to
accumulate, we can anticipate an evolution in ideas

and understandings.
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‘ Payment of the Annual Membership Fee ‘

As our 2011 fiscal year has started, we would

like to request you to pay an annual membership

fee.

Please pay the fee via postal transfer (5,000

yen for a regular member and 3,000 yen for a

student member).

Account information-
Account holder: Nihon Ajia Eigo Gakkai
Account number: 00280-8-3239
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CALL FOR PAPERS
for the 29th National Conference

CALL FOR PAPERS for the 29th National
Conference on Saturday, December 10th, 2011 at
Sugiyama Jogakuen University in Nagoya. Please
submit a 1-page abstract as MS Word attachment by
October 1st, 2011, to the JAFAE Secretariat at
[jafae@live.jpl. All submissions will be carefully
reviewed.
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<< JAFAE Secretariat >>
Prof. Masao Aikawa
Faculty of Foreign Studies
Kyoto University of Foreign Studies
6 Saiin Kasame—cho, Ukyo—ku
Kyoto City 615-8558 JAPAN
E-mail: jafae@live. jp
FAX: +81-75-322-6079
JAFAE' s website: http://www. jafae. org
JAFAE’ s postal transfer account number:
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