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ILAC Conference BKK, Aug 22nd, 2012
Lyndon Small (Fukuoka University)

[ always love the tropical feeling of
Thailand. Sudden torrential rain can bucket
down from thunderstorms in August. But
fortunately rain did not spoil the days of this
year’s ILAC conference, held at the Suan Dusit
Rajabhat University.

I met most of the other JAFAE study tour
members at the university on the first day of
the conference, as I'd arrived in Bangkok the
previous afternoon and could not attend the
visit to Chulalongkorn University to watch the
demonstration lessons.

This was my first time to attend and also
present at an ILAC conference, although I
have presented at other conferences in and
near Thailand.

Owing to the fact that my time with the
JAFAE members was so brief, I mainly want
to comment on the message of a plenary
speaker, Dr. Andy Kirkpatrick, regarding
English as a lingua franca in ASEAN.
In particular, he emphasized that almost
all native English speakers do not speak
standard forms of English. He suggested that
intelligibility is a key to speaking (English)
as a lingua franca and further to this, that
it would be better for learners from other
countries to study English in places such as
the Philippines, Malaysia and Hong Kong. The
perceived benefit of this is that non-native
English speakers make a conscious effort to
be understood when using English as a lingua
franca.

However, I feel that perhaps the biggest
attraction of studying English in places such
as the UK, USA and Australia, is the whole
cultural experience, rather than a ‘here and
now’ utilitarian view of language use. So too,
[ could study Japanese in Australia. But that
cannot compare to my experience of living
and interacting in Japan. In other countries,
udon [or fill in the blank] just doesn’t taste the

same.
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FOUR TRIPS IN ONE — My memories of the
Thailand Study Tour 2012
Judy Yoneoka (Kumamoto Gakuen University)

I'd waited over 30 years; someone had
owed me a trip to Thailand ever since my
first plans were cancelled way back in 1979,
due to the revolution in Iran (don’t ask the
connection; those who know, know). I'd
always been fascinated with the country, too;
the graceful hands of the dancers and soft,
mellifluous sounds of the language. So when I
heard that Professor Takeshita and Professor
Saito were planning this year’s study tour to

that very country, I jumped at the chance.



And to just to make the prospect even more
irresistible, I learned we would be visiting
classes at Chulalongkorn University, Thai’
s best, which has an exchange program with
our university and has sent several wonderful
students over the years to study in my
seminar.

“Trip 1”7 Reunion with old friends. I spent
my first evening in Thailand with three
of my past students, who treated me to a
pleasant boat ride (it was a regular ferry
boat, but still a lovely introduction to the best
transportation in Bangkok) and wonderful
dinner at a beautiful riverside restaurant.
They reintroduced me to Masala curry, which
they informed me ranks #1 as the world’s
best food on a CNN list. After tasting it at that
restaurant, [ certainly understand why!

“Trip 27: Class visitation day. Starting out
with Chulalongkorn University elementary
school, our group toured around the grounds
and visited several classes, of which we
naturally found the English classes especially
interesting. What struck me most was the
variety in teaching methods, which were left
up to the individual instructors, even though
the textbooks were the same. Some teachers
taught writing, some used tape recorders,
others used phonics cards—and classes were
completely or mostly taught in English. It was
not a question of which methods were “better”
for the students, but which methods fit the
instructors best.

Next, we “graduated” to the high school,
where we were able to visit a grammar class,
which we were a bit surprised to find being
taught in Thai “for the entrance exam” (where
have we heard this before?). The students

were not afraid to do some code-switching,

however; upon hearing the teacher tell us
“Please walk around and have a look”, one
student queried in excellent English, “May I
walk around and have a look too?” We moved
on to a university class in the afternoon;
a very entertaining course with students
presenting business schemes in English.
The freedom of the class atmosphere was
especially interesting; students walked in
and out as necessary, and even the teacher
stepped outside to answer her cell phone—
twice. Someone would have been screaming
“gakkyu hokai” in Japan---but through it all
the students performed admirably. Our tour of
Chulalongkorn University ended for me with
a business visit to the international center, to
discuss how I could better prepare students
from our university to avail themselves of
everything Chula has to offer.

“Trip 3”: The conference. All of our group
participated in The 2012 ILAC International
Conference “Cultural and Linguistic Diversity
in ASEAN" at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University
on August 23-24, either as presenters or
observers. After a very interesting keynote
speech by Tim Curtis and plenary lecture
by Andy Kirkpatrick, it was our turn.
Professor Takeshita had conveniently asked
the conference organizers to arrange our
presentations on the first day, so at least one
of us, if not two, were “on” each session. When
we had all finished, I found time to enjoy
a lovely Thai massage before a wonderful
banquet that evening, including the very thing
I had waited for 30 years to see: some nice
authentic Thai dancing. I would have liked to
stay for the second day of the conference and
listened to some of the other very interesting

sounding presentations, but it was on to...



“Trip 4”: The history tour. For our final
day, there were two options: a shopping/city
tour (plus elephant), and a tour of Japanese
pre-1945 history at Kanchanaburi, 2 hours
out of Bangkok, led by none other than our
very own Professor Hashiuchi. Although I
do admit missing the elephant, there was no
way [ was going to pass up the opportunity to
tour a sensitive area with people who share
my own passion for local history. “The Bridge
over the River Kwai” had been part of my
consciousness since childhood, but I never
even knew that it really existed, much less
dreamed that I would be crossing it someday
with three Japanese colleagues. Nor did I
ever think I would hear the story of Takashi
Nagase, the Japanese army interpreter who
spent the rest of his life atoning for his
actions during the war, or see a grown man
(=Hashiuchi-sensei) *skipping* out of pure
excitement at finally reaching the statue of
this man, his mentor.

All in all, it was an incredible trip. I don’
t think I have ever experienced such a
fulfilling four days as those, and I would
like to take this opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude to everyone who made them
possible.

I do worry just a bit about the fact that,
now I have seen Thailand, I can die peacefully.
But I have an ace up my sleeve. Because of
those fateful days in Iran some 30 years ago ...
[ also lost the chance to go to Turkey.
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