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要旨

島嶼部東南アジア諸国の一つであるフィリピンの言語状況は、地理的にも、歴史的にも複雑である。小さな島々やジャングルに住む少数部族の言語を含めて数百を超える言語が話されている。これらの言語は各地にバラバラに分布しているが、都市部では、各地からの民族の移住により、社会階層的に垂直に分布している。つまり有力な言語を話す民族が上層にあり、移住してきた地方の貧しい民族が下層にいる。

国全体で見ると、一番有力な言語は、首都周辺で語られるタガログ語である。さらに、北部はイロカノ語、南部はセブアノ語が有力であり、その地方の共通語になっている。これらを含む８つの言語（セブアノ語、タガログ語、イロカノ語、ヒリガニョン語、ビコル語、ワライーワライ語、パンパンガン語、パンガシナン語）が主要言語と考えられよう。その次に話し手が50万人前後の言語が存在する。一番底辺には、少数民族(cultural minorities)の言語がある。このように、土着の言語は、等価で並列的に存在するのではなくて、優勢語・劣勢語と優劣があって数層の階層に分かれて存在している。本稿ではこのような複雑な言語状況を歴史的・地理的に概観して、その後、社会階層と関連させて説明をおこなう。そして、首都圏からの地理的な遠さは、社会階層的な序列に結びつき、さらには経済的・地理的な階層とも結びつくことを言語の視点から分析する。
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Introduction

Insular Southeast Asia is currently characterized as being one of the most complicated multilingual areas in the world.  In this chapter we will look chiefly at the general sociolinguistic situations of this area and their historical backgrounds.  At first we will observe the sociolinguistic situations in general; and then briefly look at the situations of each country; and finally view them from the historical perspectives.

1. An Overview of Sociolinguistic Situations

What is generally referred to as “Insular Southeast Asia” is the area that covers five nations: the Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and Brunei.  This area is composed of a total of 700 - 800 islands plus a peninsula.  According to the statistics of the United Nations (1994:45-6), this area has a population of some 270 million (as of 1991): the Philippines - 63 (mil.), Malaysia - 18, Singapore - 3, Indonesia - 188, and Brunei - 0.3.  Historically the inhabitants were living a simple life, by farming or fishing, along the sea coast or the riverside, and believed in a simple form of animism, or later Hinduism and Islam.  This area had originally been linguistically simple and racially homogeneous (mainly the Austronesian language group) until the coming of the Western powers.

Although the linguistic situation of each nation is highly complex and has its own uniqueness, basically the nations have several common features concerning linguistic situations.

Firstly, they share the history that this area was once colonized by the Western nations.  From the 16th century on, this area was gradually being colonized by Portuguese, Holland, Britain, Spain and America.  As a result of this colonization, colonial languages (Western languages) came to play a significant role as a language of administration, courts, education and commerce.  The colonial languages were used as a language of wider communication and became deeply rooted in the colonial life of this area.  The dominance of the colonial languages is one of the sociolinguistic features of this area………
