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ELT in India: A Perspectivel

Deepshikha Mahanta
(Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, Hyderabad, India)

Though India is a land of one official language
(Hindi) and some sixteen hundred other languages, it
is English that functions as the link language in this
country. English came to India as the Colonial
language. But it has turned into the language of
education, media, research, and slowly it is becoming
the first language of children of different language
speaking parents.

ELT in India has a considerably long history.
English was made the language of education in 1835
by the colonizers. In the post-independent era (1947-)
several educational plans and commissions have
been implemented and re-implemented, all of which
have a different perspective conceming what the
language of instruction should be. The general
picture right now is as below:

1) A child can start its academic career either in
English or in one of the Indian languages recognizec
by the Constitution of India.

2) Education in the Indian language can be pursued
from nursery level up to the university level. But
during the first ten years of schooling, a child must
have English as a subject for at least five years.
Different states adopt different policies here.

3) After ten years of schooling a student has to join a
college. Here courses are broadly divided into Arts,
Science and Commerce streams, and English forms
an obligatory course component in all the three.

4) After 10+2 years of education, if a student goes for
purely technical education (like medical science, etc)
English no longer remains a course component but
the language of instruction.

5) If a student joins humanities, English remains a
core subject up till graduation (up till the 15th year of
academic learning).

6) At the level of Master's degree, English becomes
just an optional choice of medium for everybody
except the people who specialize in English.

7) At research level, English is an optional medium.
8) The method of teaching generally followed now ir. )
Communicative Language Teaching (or a mixture of
Structural and Communicative).

9) An overall 60% gives a first class/division; 45-
59.9% is a second class; below that (in some states
up to 30% and elsewhere up to 40) is simple pass.
The CIEFL follows grading system in a scale of
ABCDE, where A is a 'distinction’ and E is a failure.
10) The Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, three Regional Institutes of English, and
eight English Language Teaching Institutes are there
in the country to give training to English teachers.
The CIEFL also gives ESP courses of shorter/longer
duration covering a wide range of people from pilots
to housewives.

11) There are lots of privately-run institutes coming
up every day, especially to cater the ever-increasing
need for fluency in English.



12) Though the ideal posited is British/American
English, most of the people end up learning a kind of
Indian English — at best of International
intelligibility; at worst, a bad mixture of bookish
English and one of the Indian languages.
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Language Policies and Language Education

---The Impact in East Asian Countries in the Next Decade
Ho Wah Kam and Ruth Y.L. Wong (eds.)

Singapore: Times Academic Press

ISBN: 9812101497
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I[CALL FOR PAPERS for the 9th|

INational Conference at Toyo Eiwa |
ﬁ]niversity in Yokohama|

The Conference Committee invites submission of
abstracts for papers. Submission is by e-mail, fax or
mail. Abstracts for papers should be no more than
250 words in length. The deadline is Friday, April 27,
2001. Please send it to the JAFAE Secretariat
(address below).
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RELC International Seminar

Venue and Dates: SEAMEO Regional Language Centre,
Singapore, April 23-25, 2001
Theme: Grammar in the Language Classroom:

Changing Approaches and Practices
For more information, please visit the website
[www.relc.org.sg] or contact the Seminar Secretariat at
SEAMEO Regional Language Centre, 30 Orange Grove
Road, Singapore 258352.
(Fax: +65-734-2753, E-mail: admn@relc.org.sg)
The Third International Symposium on
ELT in China
Venue and Dates: Beijing Foreign Studies University,
Beijing, P.R. China, May 19-22, 2001
Theme: China’s ELT in the 21st Century: Theory and
Practice
For more information, visit their website at
http://www_elt-china.org/
The 8th International Conference on
Cross Cultural Communication
Venue and Dates:Hong Kong Baptist University, Honﬁ)
Kong, SAR, China, July 24-28, 2001
Theme:Communication and Cultural (Ex)Change
For more information, contact Dr. Shiwen Pan, English
Department, Hong Kong Institute of Education, Tai Po,
Hong Kong SAR, P. R. China (Fax: +852-2639-7321,
E-mail: span@ied.edu.hk)
The 1st SEAMEO Education Congress:
Challenges in the New Millennium
Venue and Dates:
Central Grand Plaza Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand, March
26-29, 2001
For more information, contact the congress secretariat
at [congress@seameo.org] or visit their website:
www.seameo.org/educongress
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< JAFAE Secretariat ))
Professor Hiroko Tina Tajima
Department of English, Shirayuri College
1-25 Midor igacka, Chofu-shi, Tokyo 182-8525
FAX: 03-3326-4550 E-mail: tina2@gol.com
JAFAE’ s homepage: http://wwwl linkclub.orjp/ jafae
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