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English Language Teaching in
Vietnam: A sketchy portrait

Thai Dui Bao (ZHEBHXE)

This short essay attempts to draw out a sketchy
portrait of the ELT in Vietnam answering the
commonly asked question: "At what level is Englit
taught?”

Foreign language education is now compulsory
in most levels of training in Vietnam. Students are
free to choose one among such required major
foreign languages taught at schools as English,
French, Russian, and Chinese.

Over the last decade, in formal sectors, at
secondary level (grades 6-12), English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) is a dominant foreign
language taken, in comparison with French and
Russian which used to be the most popular ones
due to historical reasons. The English study
program for this level has been designed and
totally controlled by the Ministry of Education and
Training (MOET). In the few years, there has been
a pilot program offering English as an optional
subject for the kids in the latter years of their



primary education (grades 3-5). The minimal
weekly contact hours for these levels are 3 and 2
for secondary and primary levels, respectively.

At tertiary level, foreign language studies are
also required. EFL courses for non-major students
are offered in both divisions throughout the four
years' schooling. The total length of the EFL
courses taught at this level is 300 and 120-180
contact hours for lower and upper divisions,
respectively.

Unlike the general English programs taught at
previous levels, English courses at tertiary level are,
by definition, mainly those for Academic Purposes
and for Specific Purposes, which are much related
to the content areas in which the students are
majored. Here the curricula have been decided by

#dividual institutions as authorized by MOET.

At graduate level, most institutions require
graduate students to take English as their first or
second foreign language courses. The minimal
number contact hours required is 300. Testing and
assessment have now become topical issues of
great concern shared at different levels and
institutions. However, MOET has step by step tried
to standardize English Language Tests on a
national scale. Apart from institutional standards
and those set up by MOET like A, B, C, or D
language competency levels, some foreign ones
have also been adopted namely, TOEFL, IELTS, or
Proficiency Michigan Tests, etc.

Besides, what is worth mentioning is that it is the
teaching of English in informal sectors that add
more colors to the ELT scenario in the country.
Competitions in training quality, diversity in delivery
modes of informal sectors who have been driven by
the market demands, have significantly helped
change the face of ELT in most urban areas.

~smpowering students with a high level of English

" mpetency required in their career paths has
always been their goals and main reasons of
businesses.

The English language learning has also been
soared up with a remarkable number of enroliments
in English major programs at tertiary level, both in
full-time and part-time forms of training. While there
has been a shortage of ELTers, especially for rural
and mountainous areas, the process of
standardization and retraining of the existing
ELTers at various levels has become more urgent
than before. The qualifications for ELTers are: B.A
in English plus teaching credentials (in terms of
relevant insights into psychology and methodology)
for primary and secondary levels, master degree
for tertiary level, and Ph.D. for graduate one.
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CALL FOR PAPERS for the 8th]|

National Conference at Chukyo |
[University in Nagoyal

The Conference Committee invites submission
of abstracts for papers. Submission is by e-mail,
fax or mail. Abstracts for papers should be no
more than 250 words in length. The deadline is
Friday, October 13, 2000. Please send it to the
JAFAE Secretariat (address below).
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The 5th English in South East Asia
Conference (5ESEA)

The 5th English in South East Asia Conference
(5ESEA) will be held at Curtin  University of

Technology (Bentley Campus), Perth, Western
Australia, from 6-8 December 2000.

Contact details

Academic enquiries:
kirkpata@spectrum.curtin.edu.au
General enquiries:
mulligad@spectrum.curtin.edu.au
Website:
http://hits.curtin.edu.au/~esea

AN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
ON WORLD LANGUAGES IN

MULTILINGUAL CONTEXTS

January 3-7, 2001, CIEFL, Hyderabad,
India

Congress organizer:

Central Institute of English and Foreign Languages
(CIEFL) Alumni Association, Hyderabad, India. =™,
For further information, please contact Prof.
Makhan Lal Tickoo, President, International
Congress, CIEFL, Hyderabad 500 007, India
Telephone: +91-40-701 8131

Ext Fax: +91-40-701 8402

E-mail: congress@ciefl.ernet.in
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FAX: 03-3326-4550
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(( JAFAE Secretariat ))

Professor Hiroko Tina Tajima

Department of English, Shirayuri College

1-25 Midorigaoka, Chofu-shi, Tokyo 182-8525
FAX: 03-3326-4550

E-mail: tina2@gol.com

JAFAE’ s homepage: http://www1.linkclub.or.jp/"jafae
JAFAE's postal transfer account number
00280—-8—-—32389




