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Pidgins and Creoles in Japan:
The Road
from Jomon to the 21°' Century
John C. Maher (International Christian University)

Summarized by
SHI, Jie (Univ. of Electro-Communications)

In this featured speech delivered at the 15th
National Conference held at the University of Electro-
Communications in Tokyo, Dr. Maher first introduced




the multilingual nature of contemporary Japanese
society and emphasized “the existence of various
languages in Japan such as Chinese, Ainu, Korean,
Portuguese, Deaf Sign and English. He then focused
on pidgin as a product and a mainstream language
variety of multilingual communities in Japan. From a
historical point of view, he pointed out that the
Japanese language was “an ancient Pidgin-Creole” as
it was the result of “language fusion” as evident in
several researches quoted. He further argued that
historical changes in Japan, e.g., migrations in Yayoi
period from the Asian continent, helped shape the
Japanese language into a Creole.

In the second part of the speech, Dr. Maher
gave a detailed analysis and discussion on Pidgin
English in Japan. Though Japanese Pidgin was only
partially documented, unlike other pidgins in the
world, it was possible to divide it into three main
types:

1. Extinct Pidgins (Yokohama Pidgin and Hamamatsu

Pidgin)

2. Traditional Pidgins (Japanese-JSL Pidgins of Deaf

Sign and Japanese- Okinawan Pidgins)
3.New Pidgins (Tourist Pidgins and Gastarbeiter

Pidgins)

The preset paradigm for this discussion was based on
the belief that Japan was multilingual instead of
monolingual. Based on this notion, the following
typology of English in Japan was given:
“English as an object of study (school and college,
private study)
English as a cultural asset (Radio broadcasting)
English as the language of work (companies,
institutions)
English as a medium of education (university
course & supervision)
English as emblem (advertising, clothing decoration

Or accessory)

English as community language

Etc.”
According to Dr. Maher, these types could be
condensed into two major forms: Local Forms of
English (LFE) and International Forms of English
(IFE) for which two examples were provided, “English
as a Community Language” and “Japanese-English as
the Language of Work”. The former was based on a
neighborhood point of view. One example for this
type was Hiroo area of Tokyo which used English in
its street signs, restaurant menus, public notices and
so on. In addition, English was used in daily oral
communication. On the other hand, the latter showed
the contexts and situations where English was used
as a lingua franca or official language at workplace in
Japan, which could be seen in the two examples
given: English in Medical network and English in
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publications especially in science field in Japan.
Numerous research data proved that “Japan is Asia’s
biggest manufacturer of English.” Nonetheless, both
forms of LFE and IFE were not considered Pidgins.

In the third part of the speech, Dr. Maher
presented four kinds of pidgins with the first being
the Extinct Pidgin, Hamamatsu Pidgin. This pidgin
was formed as a result of serving the Americans who
lived in the city of Hamamatsu in 1950s. The second
kind was a pair of pidgins, Ryukuan and Ogasawara
Pidgins, and was considered the pidgins in Transition
to Extinct. Ryukuan pidgin was a stabilized and
occupational form; Ogasawara pidgin had two mixed
language systems which had been absorbed into
“Standard English” and “Standard Japanese” on the
island of Ogasawara. The third kind was the
Contemporary Pidgins, namely the Military Base
Pidgins which were currently in circulation on the
United States military bases in Japan. The last kind of
the English Pidgin in Japan was the Genre Pidgins
typically used in the artistic genres such as rap lyrics.
This kind of pidgin contained the linguistic forms that
were found unique only to these genres and were
generally considered “pragmatically appropriate” in
Japan.

In the conclusion of his speech, Dr. Maher
appealed to the audience that pidgins in Japan must
be recognized in any research on multilingual Japan
and that more research should be done in this area.
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The Japanese Association for Asian Englishes
Regulations for the Research Grant Program

1. Objective

The Association provides research grants to its members in

order to promote research on Asian Englishes.

2. Outline of the Research Grant

(1) The Association will provide 100,000 yen to each grant
program irrespective of whether a grant application is
done by an individual or a group. Up to two programs will
be approved annually.

(2) The funds can be used for research materials, books and
magazines, consumables, communication and
correspondence, honoraria and travel expenses.

3. Eligibility

Only the members of the Japanese Association for Asian

Englishes who have duly paid the membership fee for the

fiscal year of the application are eligible for making an

application.
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4. Application Procedure

(1) Applications are accepted between January 1st and
January 31st every year (As for 2004, temporarily,
applications are accepted between November. 1 and
November 30, 2004).

(2) Application forms can be downloaded from the
association’s webpage
[http://www1.linkclub.or.jp/~jafae/].

5. Screening

(1) The board shall appoint the members of the screening
committee and delegate them the mandate of screening.
The committee shall decide the screening procedure and
make a list of successful candidates.

(2) The board shall deliberate and decide on who will be
chosen.

(3) Applicants shall be informed of the screening results in
writing before March 31 (in 2004, before November 30).

6. Obligations

(1) The recipients must send by post an accounting with
receipts on the use of the grant to the Association’s
Secretariat by May 31st in the following year. (As for
2004 recipients, the above must be done by Nov. 30,
2005.)

(2) The recipients of the grant are required to make oral
presentations at the association’s annual conference in the
following year.

(3) Whenever the recipients of the funds write a paper for
any journal including Asian English Studjes, they must
specify JAFAE as a sponsor of the funding in the paper.
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The 12th Annual Korea TESOL 2004 International
Conference, "Expanding Horizons: Techniques
and Technology in ELT"

Date: October 9-10, 2004

Venue: Sookmyung Women's Univ., Seoul, Korea.

Web: http://www.kotesol.org/conference
English Teacher's Association (ETA) 13th
International Symposium and Book Fair on
English Teaching, " Trends in Asian English
Language Teaching (ELT): Theory and Practice"

Date: November 12-14, 2004

Venue: Chien Tan Overseas Youth Activity Center,

Taipei, Taiwan.

Web: http://www.eta.org.tw
The Science and Art of Language in Teaching
(SALT) International Conference, "Change:
Embrace the Challenge™

Date: November 22, 2004

Venue: The Bayview Beach Resort, Penange, Malaysia.

Web: http://www.perlis.uitm.edu.my/SALT
CLASIC 2004 - The Inaugural CLS Conference,
"Current Perspectives and Future Directions in
Foreign Language Teaching and Learning"

Date: December 1-3, 2004

Venue: Centre for Language Studies, National

University of Singapore

Web: http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/cls/clasic2004
The 25th Annual Thailand TESOL International
Conference Thailand TESOL, “Surfing the Waves
of Change in ELT”

Date: January 20-22, 2005

Venue: The Imperial Queen's Park Bangkok, Thailand

Web: http://www.thaitesol.org

CALL FOR PAPERS for the 16th
National Conference on December 4, 2004|

at Miyazaki Sangyo Keiei University|

The Conference Committee invites submission of
abstracts for papers. Submission is by e-mail, fax or
mail. Abstracts for papers should be no more than
250 words in length. The deadline is Friday, October
8th, 2004. Please send it to Prof. Enokizono. E-mail:
enokizono@akita-pu.ac.jp, or Fax (0184-27-2183
Attention: Prof. Enokizono ).
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182-8525 25

FAX: 03-3326-4550 E-mail: tina2@gol.com
http://www1.linkclub.or.jp/~jafae

<< JAFAE Secretariat >>
Professor Hiroko Tina Tajima
Department of English, Shirayuri College
1-25 Midorigaoka, Chofu-shi, Tokyo 182-8525 JAPAN

FAX: 03-3326-4550 E-mail: tina2@gol.com
JAFAE's homepage: http://wwwl.linkclub.or.jp/~jafae
JAFAE's postal transfer account number: 00280-8-3239
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